
Decision of Slot Coordination New Zealand Limited on Slot Alleviation for 

New Zealand Airports for NW22 dated 5 August 2022 

 

For the upcoming NW22 season, New Zealand Airports designated as Level 3 – Coordinated (AKL, 

CHC and WLG) will be considered a “Partially restricted market” based on the WASB 

recommendation.  China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Japan will be considered “Severely Restricted” 

Slot utilisation rate 

The utilisation rate will be set at 60% (i.e. 60:40);  

Slot Returns 

Slots held by carriers that they no longer require should be returned no later than the SRD (15 

August). WASG 8.7.2.2 (Pre-HBD returns) is not applied in New Zealand 

Slots returned before HBD will not be subject to alleviation and will not form part of any future 

historic entitlement.    

Up to 30% of full series of historic slots (other than newly allocated series) for which a carrier wishes 

to claim full season alleviation should be returned between the Historic Baseline Date (HBD) and 

HBD+7days. 

All slots held after HBD+7 will be subject to the utilisation requirement (60%) to secure the historic 

precedence in the subsequent equivalent season. Any cancellations made will not be counted as 

operated unless otherwise alleviated. 

Throughout the season any slots that carriers are not intending to operate should be returned as 

early as possible. 

Reallocation of returned slots  

Slot series returned between HBD and HBD +7 should not be reallocated to the same carrier for the 

same use within four weeks of HBD +7, unless there is a valid reason confirmed by the slot 

coordinator for reallocating these slots for use.  

Justified Non-Utilisation of Slots (JNUS) 

Slots held after HBD+7 which cannot be operated due to COVID-19 restrictions must be returned 

without delay and prior to planned operation whenever possible to qualify for alleviation.  

Covid measures that will be considered for alleviation are: 

• Government travel restrictions based on nationality, closed borders, government advisories 

related to COVID-19 that warn against all but essential travel, or complete bans on flights 

from/to certain countries or geographic areas.  

• Severe government restrictions related to COVID-19 on the maximum number of arriving or 

departing passengers on a specific flight or through a specific airport.  

• Government restrictions on movement or quarantine/isolation measures within the country 

or region where the airport or destination (including intermediate points) is.  

• Government-imposed closure of businesses essential to support aviation activities (e.g. 

closure of hotels as well as public facilities such as restaurants and leisure venues).  



• Unforeseeable restrictions on airline crew, including sudden bans on entry or crew stranded 

in unexpected locations due to quarantine measures 

Slot Flexibility   

Retiming and repurposing of slots allowed if capacity is available.  These re-times will be done on ad-

hoc basis unless otherwise agreed with the coordinator. Carriers are requested to work with airports 

to resolve any capacity issues likely to cause disruptions. Such requests will be voluntary, will be 

considered as adhoc and therefore not impact historic entitlement.  

Ad hoc operated and re-timed slot priority 

Series of slots allocated and operated as approved on a non-historic basis have priority over new 

demand for the same timings in the next equivalent season, subject to capacity and any other legal 

conditions (WASG 8.7.1 (d). For the initial coordination of NW23, series operated as stated above 

during NW22 will have priority in NW23.  

Use it or Lose it Rule 

The “Use it or Lose it” calculation is based on the series of slots held at Historic Baseline Date (HBD) 

Global Reciprocity 

Where reciprocal treatment is required by the Regulator, this should take precedence over the 

WASB Recommendation, at both ends of the route. 

Severely Restricted Markets (China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Japan) 

An air carrier operating to or from a severely restricted market should be provided the ability to 

return all their full series of historic slots at the other end of the route (other than newly allocated 

series).   

Full series of slots (other than newly allocated series) for which a carrier wishes to claim full season 

alleviation should be returned between the Historic Baseline Date (HBD) and HBD+7days - meaning 8 

September 2022 16h00 UTC. The coordinator will alleviate the series and place them in the slot pool 

for reallocation on a non-historic basis.    

Slots held after HBD+7will be subject to the utilisation requirement of 60:40.  

Examples: 

Airline with Historic AKL-PVG slots 

This is a “severely restricted” market.  The airline must return slots by 8 Sep22 (HBD +7) to be 

granted alleviation.  Slots not returned will follow the 60:40 utilisation requirement. Failure to meet 

this threshold will result in all slots being returned to the pool for re-allocation. 

Airline with Historic AKL-SYD slots 

This is a “partially restricted” market. The airline can return up to 30% of their slot series for 

alleviation, but the remainder of the slots must be operated with a 60:40 utilisation requirement.  

Failure to meet this threshold will result in all slots being returned to the pool for re-allocation in 

future seasons; unless JNUS apples. 

 Carrier 1: Returns 30% of slot series and operates up to 60% of remaining slots – Full series 

of slots are granted historics 



 Carrier 2: Doesn’t return any slots, and operates up to 60% of remaining slots – Full series of 

slots are granted historics 

 Carrier 3: Returns 30% of slot series and operates only to 20% of remaining slots – The 

Airline only earns historics on the 30% of slot series returned.  The other half of the series of slots 

are returned to the slot pool for reallocation 

Carrier 4: Doesn’t return any slots, and operates less than 60% of remaining slots – Full 

series of slots are returned to the slot pool for reallocation 


