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1. Background

Dubai Airports implemented a local rule to control fragmentation of the DXB schedule with effect from
Summer 2016. The local rule aims to maximise utilisation of the scarce capacity at Dubai Airport and
ensure that fragmentation does not block carriers wishing to operate all season. This rule affects
flights which operate less than 80% of the entire season length and is applicable to newly allocated
slots effective Summer 2016 onwards. Existing fragmented historics are unaffected. Historic eligibility
will be measured regularly following the IATA Slot Return Deadline of 15th August and 15th January.

New services beginning later in the season may be exempt from this rule where there is an intent to
operate at least 80% of the total weeks in the future season. Carriers are required to demonstrate
intent to operate for 80% of the subsequent season. Failure to operate 80% of the subsequent season
may result in the loss of historic status.

2. Historics Gained prior to Summer 2016

Historics gained prior to Summer 2016 that have a series less than 80% of the season will be
unaffected by the local rule and will be treated in the same way as before the local rule was
introduced. ACL will apply IATA Worldwide Scheduling Guidelines (WSG) principles in managing the
historic status of these flights. Should a carrier lose fragmented slots that had gained historic status
prior to Summer 2016 then any subsequent request for new slots will be treated in line with the Local
Rule.

3. Application of the Local Rule

ACL’s has considered the practical application of the local rule and has provided some examples
below of ACL’s treatment of flights expected to be affected by this local rule.

Carriers are encouraged to seek additional advice from ACL prior to making schedule changes
if they are concerned or unsure the impact of such changes on future historic status.

In the below examples the yellow bars annotate the actual operation through the season with the blue
bars detailing the historic allocation should the carrier meet the 80% utilisation and be within the
required performance standards.

Fig 1: Achieves local rule due operating at least 80% of the full season under the same flight number

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct
Flight No: XX100 Actual Operation
1000
Time 1200 ADHOC RETIME
1400
Flight No: XX100 Historic Allocation
. 1000 HISTORIC BASELINE
Time
1400 HISTORIC BASELINE
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Fig 2: Responsibility of the operator to advise the coordinator at the slot return deadline that these
flights link together to make one full season, ACL will then pass due at least 80% of the full season

(All flights depart to the same destination)
Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct
Flight No: Time Actual Operation
XX104 1000
XX106 1000
XX108 1000
Flight No: Time Historic Allocation
XX106 1000 HISTORIC BASELINE

Fig 3: Fails local rule due different time to different destination across the season and each series is
less than 80 of the season

(Different destinations at different times)

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct
Flight No: Time Actual Operation
XX114 1000
XX116 1400
XX118 1600
Flight No: Time Historic Allocation

No historic allocated as each fragment considered on an individual basis and are less
than 80% of the full season.

Fig 4: Fails local rule due less than 80% of the full season

(Two series of the same flight)

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct
Flight No: Time Actual Operation
XX102 1000
Flight No: Time Historic Allocation

No historic allocated as fragments combined are less that 80% of the season
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4. Required Number of Operations

Summer 16 is 31 weeks in length, new flights must operate at least 25 weeks to be considered for
historic precedence.

Winter 16/17 is 21 weeks in length, new flights must operate at least 17 weeks to be considered for
historic precedence.

5. Contacts

Carriers wishing further information on the interpretation of this local rule should contact the
Coordination Manager prior to making any schedule changes. Emails should be sent to
DXBSTAFF@acl-international.com or call +44 208 564 0626.

A‘ ,"P/ Integrity | Together | Own it | Professional | Striving for better AO‘_/

International


mailto:DXBSTAFF@acl-international.com

