
Luton Airport (LTN) – Emergency Local Rule 3E 

Wednesday 17th July 2019 

Purpose: To enable temporary overbooking of the declared Passenger Air Transport Movement limit 

for the Winter 2019/20 (W19) scheduling season. 

1. DEFINITIONS 

ACL Airport Coordination Limited, the appointed coordinator of Luton Airport. 

Handback Deadline  Slot Handback deadline as defined in Council Regulation (EEC) No 95/93 

amended by Regulation (EC) No 793/2004, namely 31 January for the 

following Summer scheduling season and 31 August for following Winter 

scheduling season. 

Initial Coordination  has the meaning in the IATA Worldwide Slot Guidelines. 

LTN Luton Airport. 

LLA London Luton Airport Operations Limited, the managing body of Luton 
Airport. 

Operator An air carrier currently operating or planning to operate main terminal 

passenger flights at Luton. 

PATM An arriving or departing Passenger Air Transport Movement coordinated in 

the main passenger terminal. This includes the following IATA service types: 

B, C, G, J, L, N, O, Q, R, S. 

PATM Allocation The number of Passenger Air Transport Movements which an air carrier is 

permitted to operate during the scheduling season (apportionment of the 

overall declared PATM Limit) as confirmed by ACL. 

PATM Limit Number of allowable PATMs as declared by LLA. 

Register The “Register of PATM Allocations ” (refer to paragraph 2.2). 

Slot Regulation Council Regulation (EEC) No 95/93 amended by Regulation (EC) No 
793/2004. 

 

2. APPLICABLE RULES FOR W19 COORDINATION PROCESS 

 
2.1. The determination of PATM Allocations by Operator is a coordination decision made solely 

by ACL. 

 

2.2. ACL will be responsible for maintaining an ongoing Register throughout the W19 

coordination process. To maintain transparency of the coordination process, ACL will make 

this Register available to stakeholders of LTN upon request. 

2.2.1. The Register will include the following information: 

2.2.1.1. Airline name and associated IATA/ICAO codes; 

2.2.1.2. PATM Allocation; and 

2.2.1.3. Date on which the PATM Allocation was confirmed in writing to the Operator. 



 

2.3. ACL will confirm in writing to the Operators the initial PATM Allocation and any subsequent 

changes to the PATM Allocation during the coordination process for the scheduling season 

in which a PATM Limit has been declared by LLA. 

 

2.4. The seasonal PATM Limit declared by LLA is a declared capacity constraint. Operators must 

operate within their PATM Allocation as recorded in the Register regardless of the total 

number of historic and non-historic confirmed slots held by the Operator within ACL’s 

database. There is no guarantee that an Operator will be provided sufficient PATM 

Allocation to allow all cleared slots to be fully operated regardless of whether the total 

number of slots cleared exceeds the PATM Allocation through historic determination or 

through overbooking (see 2.6 below). It is the Operator’s ultimate responsibility to ensure 

that they operate in accordance with their PATM Allocation as recorded in the Register by 

the conclusion of the scheduling period. 

 

2.5. New historic series of slots created through the action of flexing PATMs from ad-hoc 

cancellations of other historic series does not guarantee an increase in PATM Allocation. 

 

2.6. Prior to the Handback Deadline, ACL may, at its sole discretion, decide to overbook the 

PATM Allocation for a particular Operator (as recorded in the Register) to provide that 

Operator with additional scheduling flexibility. In such circumstances, ACL will allocate any 

slots above the recorded PATM Allocation on a conditional basis. The Operator must 

accept that the operation of conditional slots is not guaranteed and those slots will be 

cancelled if the Operator does not have sufficient PATM Allocation to cover the operation 

of these slots (see 2.8 below).  

 

2.7. ACL will not consider alleviation from the 80/20 use-it-or-lose-it calculation for 

cancellations made by carriers after the Handback Deadline for the sole purpose of 

reducing confirmed Operator schedules to within confirmed Operator PATM Allocations. 

For cancellations to be considered for alleviation, carriers must demonstrate how the 

cancellations meet the requirements of Article 10(4) of the Slot Regulation. This ensures 

the integrity of the slot Handback process and provides Operators the flexibility to 

determine their own acceptable 80/20 risk through a mixture of pre- and post- Handback 

Deadline cancellations. 

 

2.8. Where an Operator holds conditional slots in excess of the recorded PATM Allocation for 

that Operator (see further 2.6 above), ACL will cancel these conditional slots post 

Handback Deadline if the Operator exceeds or is likely to exceed its PATM Allocation.  

 

This Local Rule remains in force for the remainder of the W19 scheduling season only or until the 

proposed “Local Rule 3: Administration of the seasonal PATM limit” is adopted at which point it will 

cease to be applicable. 

Local Rule 3E was adopted by the LTN Coordination Committee by unanimous vote on Wednesday 

17th July 2019 and is activated with immediate effect. 


