
 
 
 
 
 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION PROPOSAL FOR A ‘TEMPORARY FREEZE OF THE 80/20 
RULE FOR THE 2009 SUMMER SEASON’ 
 
On 10 March 2009 the European Commission announced that it is proposing a ‘temporary 
freeze of the 80/20 rule during the 2009 summer season’1 to allow airlines to reduce capacity 
during the current economic crisis whilst retaining historic rights to slots at coordinated 
airports in the EU.  It is proposing an amendment to the EU Slot Regulation 95/93, which it is 
submitting to the European Parliament and the Council for urgent adoption.  Adoption of the 
amendment is opposed by ACI-Europe (representing European airports) and some airlines. 
 
ACL has received a number of enquiries from airlines since the Commission’s announcement.  
Until the amendment is agreed, the exact implementation cannot be known.  ACL will work 
with other members of the EUACA on a common interpretation of any amendment, as far as 
is possible. 
 
In response to queries from airlines on the matter, ACL is providing the following interim 
guidance: 
 

1. Airlines that cancel services in anticipation of an amendment to the Regulation being 
adopted bear the full risk that the amendment is not adopted or that the proposed 
text is substantially modified. 

 
2. Airlines that wish to claim relief from the 80/20 rule on the basis of the current 

economic crisis in anticipation of a change to the Regulation must inform the 
Coordinator at the time of cancellation.  

 
3. Airlines should not claim relief from the 80/20 rule if they do not intend to resume 

operations in Summer 2010.  If, following a dialogue between the Coordinator and 
the airline, it is clear that services cancelled for Summer 2009 will not be resumed 
then the slots for such services must be returned to the pool for reallocation on an 
historic basis. 

 
4. When re-allocating slots returned on the basis of point 2, the coordinator will advise 

the airline receiving the slots that they may be available on a non-historic basis only.  
If the amendment to the Regulation is not adopted then the airline that operated the 
slots at least 80% of the time will be entitled to retain the slots historically. 

 
5. Airlines must cancel any slots that they do not intend to operate prior to the date of 

operation.  The failure to operate without cancelling in advance is a misuse of slots 
under the UK Misuse of Slots Enforcement Code and is liable for a financial sanction 
of up to £20,000 for each failure to operate. 
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1 see http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/375  
 


